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LAMORINDA SPORTS

Local Squads Set for New
Football Landscape

By Karl Buscheck
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Lamorinda Lacrosse Club

Registration for the Spring 2017 season will open on Sept. 15

to returning players. New player registration will open Oct. 1.

Please go to www.lamorindalacrosse.com for more

information and details regarding spring registration and fall ball clinics.
Contact Jin Peavey at lamorindalaxops@gmail.com if you have any questions.

The Campolindo Cougars hope to repeat their championship ways.

ampolindo advanced to a state

bowl game last year and return
star quarterback Jacob Westphal,
but on the eve of a new season, the
Cougars are facing a major ques-
tion mark.

“The biggest area we’re hurting
in is we just don’t have linemen,”
said head coach Kevin Macy. “We
can barely find five linemen.”

A costly injury has already
complicated the search for the
reigning NCS champs, who went
14-2 overall and 6-0 in league last
season.

“There was one kid we were re-
ally counting on — Chris Brahney,”
Macy explained. “He was going
to be our toughest kid and he just
broke an ankle and is going to be
out for the year.”

Brahney isn’t the only key con-
tributor the Cougars will have to
make do without, as first-team all-
league running back Niki Moore
has left the team to run cross coun-
try.

“Probably the two biggest
names that we were going to
have were Niki Moore and Chris
Brahney and we don’t have either
of those (guys),” Macy said. “And
that just throws more weight on Ja-
cob Westphal.”

This fall, the Cougars will be
competing in the newly-formed
Diablo Athletic League, created in
a merger between the DFAL and
DVAL. Along with Miramonte,
Acalanes, Las Lomas, Concord and
Clayton Valley Charter, Campolin-
do is one of six teams that will be
playing in the Valley Conference.

“Oh boy,” Macy said when
asked for his opinion on the new

The Miramonte Matadors football team gets into shape for the new season.

alignment. “Trying to find a polite
comment for this thing is hard to
find.”

The primary gripe for the Cou-
gars — and their Lamorinda neigh-
bors — is that Division I Clayton
Valley has been added to the con-
ference. According to MaxPreps,
Clayton Valley is ranked the No. 29
team in the state entering the sea-
son.

“I’'m pretty certain we’re the
only team in the entire state of Cali-
fornia that’s got to play its first two
league opponents who are going to
be state qualifier from the year be-
fore,” Miramonte head coach Jack
Schram said.

Before opening the conference
schedule against Clayton Valley at
home on Oct. 7, the Mats will play
a five-game non-league slate. That
begins on Aug. 26 when the Mats
visit Vanden in Fairfield.

Like the Cougars, the Mats
return a star signal-caller in Tim
Teague. Last year, Teague threw for
40 touchdowns and nearly 4,000
yards in 13 games as the Mats went
11-2 overall (5-1 in league).

“When we can get a guy like
that who’s in our system for two
years, it’s really beneficial,” Sch-
ram said.

Tague and the team’s new run-
ning backs — Peter Stehr and Sam
Walker — should have plenty of
help in the trenches.

“I think our offensive line looks
solid,” Schram said. “So, we’ll
hope for big things this year.”

Acalanes is set to begin its
first season under new head coach
Floyd Burnsed. The veteran coach,
who was most recently in charge of

The Acalanes Dons will lean heavily on their defense.
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Solano Community College, won
five NCS titles during his time at
Miramonte.

“We’ve been so busy —working
on fundamentals and technique,”
said Burnsed, who is taking over
for the retired Mike Ivankovich.
“(We’re) just trying to get the pro-
gram going. We’d like to keep it
rolling kind of with what (Ivankov-
ich) started and keep it going from
there.”

After the Dons went 4-8 last
season (2-4 in league), Burnsed is
looking forward to working with
his new squad. Acalanes travels to
Alhambra to begin the season on
Aug. 26.

“I haven’t actually seen them
play (a game) yet,” Burnsed ex-
plained of his new team. “But I
know our quarterback’s been a
good leader for us — a kid name
Robby Rowell.”

Burned plans to use the non-
league portion of the schedule to
install new defensive and offensive
schemes in advance of challenging
DAL season.

“We’re in a very tough league
with Clayton Charter and Con-
cord and, of course, Campolindo
and Miramonte and Las Lomas,”
Burnsed said. “So, they’re all very
good quality teams.”

In his first year with the Dons,
Burnsed will be leaning heavily on
his seasoned defense.

“I think our defense will be
very good,” Burnsed said. “We
have a lot of returning players on
defense — two linebackers, our sec-
ondary. So, hopefully our defense
will be experienced and play well.”
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LeapFrog Plumbing

Wasting Water?

Have you looked under your house
lately? Do you have a leaking toilet
or maybe one that uses a lot of
water per flush? Are you waiting a
long time for your shower to get
hot? Want to know how to get hot
water faster to your fixtures?

Call LeapFrog to talk about
water saving solutions.

_ Inthis drought
~ we value
[ ("~ everydrop

* Excellent functioning
water saving toilets
* Recirculation Pumps
* Water line repairs/replacements r
* Leaking Fixture inspections

1 LeapFrog Loot ,

I $25 off 1
I Any plumbing job” I

*1 coupon per service, exp. 8/31/16

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

025 377-6600 u

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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« We offer a two week trial to all
competitive high school athletes to
allow them to try out the program.

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE?

Come to our open house!

August 21, 9:30am & August 28, 9:30am

*Practices
Novice Women Start August 22, 4pm
Novice Men Start September 6, 4pm

OAKLAND

« Sign-ups on-line at:

www.oaklandstrokes.org o\ - Try it out for 2 weeks

with no commitment.
« Questions? e-mail us:
oaklandstrokes@gmail.com Tidewater Boating Center

Middle school: registration 4675 Tidewater Ave,, Oakland

is limited and on a first come
first serve basis. The program
fills up quickly and is now
open for registration.

Come see our new rowing
facility and ask any questions
you may have.
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